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recent study by Garrett et al. pub-

lished in the Journal of Acquired

Immune Deficiency Syndromes
revealed encouraging outcomes from a
trial on the safety and immunogenicity of
a novel HIV-1 vaccine regimen, offering
valuable direction for future HIV preven-
tion efforts.

Conducted in South Africa and the U.S.,
the HIV Vaccine Trials Network

108 randomized, placebo-controlled
Phase 1/2a trial evaluated a combination
of a DNA vaccine (DNA-HIV-PT123) with
bivalent subtype C gp120 proteins
(TV1.C and 1086.C), adjuvanted with
either MF59 or AS01B. The trial explored
prime-boost and co-administration strate-
gies, assessing safety, immune respons-
es, and response durability over a 12-
month period.

The vaccine regimen demonstrated a
favourable safety profile, with mild to
moderate adverse events. Notably, par-
ticipants receiving AS01B-adjuvanted
regimens reported slightly higher reac-
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togenicity than those receiving MF59,
though these events remained managea-
ble.

The study revealed robust immune re-
sponses across all regimens, with over
89% of participants achieving high 1gG
antibody response rates. AS01B-
adjuvanted regimens outperformed their
MF59 counterparts, showing near 100%
response rates and eliciting stronger anti-
body and CD4+ T cell responses. Inter-
estingly, low-dose AS01B protein regi-
mens delivered immune responses com-
parable or superior to high-dose regi-
mens, emphasizing their potential as an
optimized vaccine strategy. Furthermore,
immune responses remained durable,
with high magnitudes sustained six
months after the final vaccination.

In conclusion, the findings highlight
ASO01B's superior adjuvant potential in
generating robust and long-lasting im-
munity and validate the potential of DNA/
protein vaccine regimens employing
prime-boost or co-administration strate-
gies to balance efficacy and safety, par-
ticularly with low protein doses.

Given the prevalence of subtype C HIV in
regions like Southern Africa, these results
hold particular promise for vaccine strate-
gies tailored to high-burden areas.

For further reading see: J Acquir Immune Defic
Syndr 2024; 96(4):350-360. https.//
doi.org/10.1097/0A41.0000000000003438

Figure: The CD4+ T cell response rates and mag-
nitude 2 weeks and 6 months after final immuniza-
tion for vaccine-matched antigens, as measured
by intracellular cytokine staining.


https://doi.org/10.1097/QAI.0000000000003438
https://doi.org/10.1097/QAI.0000000000003438
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Quarraisha Abdool Karim at 2024

VinFuture Prize Award Ceremony

rofessor Quarraisha Abdool Karim attended the 2024 VinFuture Prize

Award Ceremony Week, which took place in Hanoi, Vietnam, from 4-7

December, where she met with the Prime Minister of Vietham, his Excel-
lency Pham Minh Chinh, and participated in media engagement with the local
press as well as meetings with the Prize Council.

Photo: Front row (L-R): Prof Quarraisha Abdool Karim; his Excellency Pham
Minh Chinh, Prime Minister of Vietnam; Prof Firdausi Qadri, ICDDR, Univ of
Bangladesh, 2024 Vinfuture (VF) Prize winner for Developing Countries. 2™
row (L-R): Prof Thuc-Quyen, Chair, VinFuture PSC/UC Santa Barbara; Mr Jen-
Hsun Huang, CEO and Founder, Nvidia, 2024 VF Grand Prize winner; Prof Er-
mias Kebreab, VF PSC/UC Davis. 3" Row: Prof Carl June, CAR T Cell Thera-
py pioneer, 2024 VF Emerging Technology Prize

Prof Kogie Naidoo appointed to the
TB Transformative Science Group Vice Chair

shorter, safer treatment regimens for drug-
susceptible and resistant TB; identify optimal
TB preventive therapy for drug-susceptible
latent TB infection and household contacts
exposed to multi-DR-TB; identify regimens
that treat TB meningitis and isoniazid-
monoresistant TB; and optimize TB treat-
ment and prevention for people with TB/HIV
co-infection.

Naidoo, has been appointed Vice

Chair of the Tuberculosis Transforma-
tive Science Group (TB TSG). The ACTG
TB TSG is responsible for the development,
implementation, and oversight of the ACTG
research agenda related to the treatment
and prevention of TB with and without HIV
co-infection. The TB TSG aims to develop

CAPRISA’S Deputy Director, Prof Kogie

Engaging with global leaders at the WHO, the Africa
CDC and the World Science Forum

his November, Professor Salim Abdool Karim engaged in meetings with the Director-General of the
World Health Organization, Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, in Geneva, Switzerland, and with lead-
ers of the Africa CDC in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Prof Abdool Karim also moderated a panel session at the World Science Forum in Budapest on ‘How can
policy address health impacts of climate change? Science, uncertainty and risk’.

nce o policy interface at
I transformations
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World AIDS Day

hosted by CAPRISA, the University of KwaZulu

-Natal (UKZN), the Sub-Sharan African Net-
work for TB/HIV Research Excellence (SANTHE),
and the Africa Health Research Institute (AHRI), took
place at the Nelson R Mandela School of Medicine
Campus, Durban, on 3 December. The event was
themed “equal rights, equal care”.

The 2024 World AIDS Day Panel Discussion, co-

The discussion was facilitated and chaired by Mr
Siyabonga Nzimande, a Public Health Subject Expert
and Head of the Health Unit at Enhancing Care Foun-
dation. Panellists of the discussion included Mr Pat-
rick Mdletshe (Head of Community Programmes, CA-
PRISA), Prof Thumbi Ndung’'u (Programme Director,
SANTHE; Director for Basic and Translational Sci-
ence, AHRI), Dr Nokukhanya Msomi (Head of Virolo-
gy, UKZN), Prof Limakatso Lebina (Director for Clini-
cal Trials, AHRI), and Ms Thobeka Bridget Mzimela
(recent graduate with a Bachelor of Social Science in
Criminology and Psychology, UKZN).

Mr Mdletshe initiated the panel discussion by high-
lighting the theme of the event, reiterating that “no
one should be left behind”. He also explained the im-
portance of closing the generation gap in an effort to
educate kids about pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP)
by their parents. He also discussed that just as wom-
en need to have choices in terms of shoes and cloth-
ing, they need to be given several options for PrEP.

Prof Ndung’u highlighted South Africa’s progress in
mounting a rights-based approach, but that we have
not reached people that need to be reached regarding
the 90-90-90 goals. He emphasised the fact that we
are seeing mother-to-child transfer in an era where
children should not be acquiring HIV, and stressed
the need for social interventions to reach those peo-
ple who only come to the clinic later than necessary.

Prof Kogie Naidoo (CAPRISA) highlighted the need
for community-driven HIV prevention and treatment,
emphasizing researcher-community collaboration to
tackle ongoing challenges in the fight against HIV/
AIDS.

Professor Salim Abdool Karim (Director, CAPRISA)
and Dr Nikita Devnarain (Research Associate, CA-
PRISA) published an Op-Ed in Spotlight ahead of
World AIDS Day 2024, arguing that South Africa
needs a concerted effort to reduce new HIV infections
in young women and to prepare for the rollout of long-
acting forms of HIV prevention, like Lenacapavir. “The
AIDS control programme in our country will need to
develop innovative ways of getting this injection to
those at the highest risk of HIV to impact the cycle of
HIV transmission ... South Africa has gotten tantalis-
ingly close to the 2025 treatment targets. But it still
has a long way to go to achieve the 2030 SDG goal
for AIDS.”

spotlight

In-depth, public interest health journalism

South Africa’s AIDS response: Progress,
challenges, and opportunities

For more reading see here: https://
www.spotlightnsp.co.za/2024/11/28/south-africas-aids
-response-progress-challenges-and-opportunities/



https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/2024/11/28/south-africas-aids-response-progress-challenges-and-opportunities/
https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/2024/11/28/south-africas-aids-response-progress-challenges-and-opportunities/
https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/2024/11/28/south-africas-aids-response-progress-challenges-and-opportunities/
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CAPRISA senior scientist, Professor Rubeshan Perumal,
honoured by the University of KwaZulu-Natal

rof Rubeshan Perumal, specialist pulmonologist

and senior scientist, has recently been appointed

Associate Professor of Clinical Medicine at the
University of KwaZulu-Natal. This appointment at age
37 reflects Prof Perumal's diligence in advancing the
academic mission through clinical excellence, innova-
tive research, scientific leadership, dedicated teaching,
and active University citizenship.

In addition, Prof Perumal was recently named the
2024 recipient of the UKZN Vice Chancellors Re-
search Award, recognising exceptional contributions to
research
alongside a i
sustained €
scholarship
record  and e
celebrating
scholars
whose  work
exemplifies
the  highest |
standards of "
innovation,
impact, and
academic
excellence.
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Photo above (L-R): Dr Mark Hay, UKZN council
member; Prof Rubeshan Perumal

At the recent Global Virus Network (GVN) Scientific
Meeting, co-hosted by CAPRISA in October 2024, Prof
Perumal was awarded the GVN Action Award recog-
nizing his exceptional efforts and accomplishments as
co-chair of the GVN Long COVID Action Committee.

Prof Perumal’s scientific journey began in 2005, dur-
ing his first year at medical school when he joined CA-
PRISA as a research placement under the mentorship
of Professors Kogie Naidoo, Nesri Padayatchi, and
Salim Abdool Karim. He holds postgraduate degrees in
Public Health (MPH), Medicine (MMed), and Pulmonol-
ogy (MPhil) and a PhD which focused on the pharma-
cokinetic-pharmacodynamic optimisation of tuberculo-
sis treatment. He is a past recipient of the Fogarty In-
ternational Clinical Research Scholarship and was
named a Global Young Physician Leader by the Inter-
Academy Partnership. He previously served as a re-
search associate at the Centre for Lung Infection and
Immunity at the University of Cape Town. Several
awards have enhanced his academic development,
including the GlaxoSmithKline/South African Thoracic
Society Research Fellowship, the AstraZeneca Global
Respiratory Leadership Award for Young Investigators,
the Pharmacometrics Africa Training Award in Applied
Pharmacokinetics, and the American Thoracic Society
International Scholars Award.

Prof Perumal coordinates undergraduate training in
Internal Medicine, serves as an external examiner for
the medical degree programmes of various national
universities, is an examiner of specialist and sub-
specialist examinations at the Colleges of Medicine of
South Africa, and is a faculty member in the Methods in
Epidemiologic, Clinical, and Operational Research
(MECOR) course hosted by the American Thoracic
Society. He supervises several students at the Mas-
ters, PhD, and post-doctoral levels. He leads clinical
services in pulmonary infectious diseases and interven-
tional pulmonology at Inkosi Albert Luthuli Central Hos-
pital. He serves as principal investigator (PI) or co-PI
on more than 10 clinical trials and cohort studies, en-
compassing several diagnostic and therapeutic innova-
tions in tuberculosis (including drug-resistant TB) and
HIV care

As part of his contribution to clinical and scientific
leadership, he serves on the KwaZulu-Natal Drug-
Resistant TB Advisory Group, the National TB Think
Tank, the
Guidelines
Writing Com-
mittee of the
South African
Thoracic So-
ciety, the
Long Covid
Task Force
of the Global
Virus Net-
work, the TB
Transforma-
tive Science
Group of the
ACTG, and
the editorial
board of the
Annals of the
American
Thoracic So-
ciety. He has previously served on the Cape Town TB
Clinical Outreach Service, the Drug-Resistant TB Re-
view Board of the Western Cape, the National Ministe-
rial Advisory Committee Long Covid Working Group,
and as a panellist on the World Health Organisation
Working Group on Care Pathways for Long Covid.

“‘Rubeshan serves as a superb role model for aspirant
clinician-scientists aiming to achieve the very highest
levels of academic, clinical, and scientific excellence”,
said Prof Busisiwe Ncama, Deputy Vice-Chancellor of
UKZN'’s College of Health Sciences.
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Appointments of new Scientific Research
Programme Heads at CAPRISA

he following staff have been appointed as Scientific Research Programme Heads at CAPRISA since
November 2024.

Dr Nivashnee Naicker — Head of Vaccine Research.

Dr Naicker (MBCHB, MPH) is a medical doctor whose primary areas of research interest are HIV pre-
vention and vaccines, and will head Vaccine Research programmes.

Dr Sharana Mahomed — Head of HIV Pathogenesis Research

Dr Mahomed (MBChB, FC Path, MMed, PhD) is a medical doctor trained as a clinical microbiology
specialist pathologist. She is actively involved in diagnosing and managing infectious diseases and will
head HIV Pathogenesis programmes.

Prof Derseree Archary — Head of Mucosal Immunology Research

Prof Archary (PhD) is a CAPRISA Senior Scientist, whose primary area of research interest interro-
gates factors of HIV risk in the female genital tract, and she will head Mucosal Immunology Research
programmes, including microbiome research .

Prof Rubeshan Perumal — Head of Treatment Research

Prof Perumal (MBChB, MPH, MMed, MPhil, FCP(SA), Cert Pulmonology (SA), PhD) is a Pul-
monologist and CAPRISA Senior Scientist whose primary area of research interest is in HIV and TB
treatment, and he will head Treatment Research programmes

HIV vaccine research advancements shine at
HVTN 24 southern Africa meeting

ape Town recently hosted the HIV Vaccine Trials

Network (HVTN) 24 Southern Africa Regional

Scientific Meeting from 5-7 November, bringing
together leading scientists and stakeholders to discuss
advancements in HIV vaccine research. The event
highlighted the crucial role of the HVTN in the ongoing
fight against HIV, particularly in Africa, where the epi-
demic remains most prevalent.

A standout presentation during the meeting was deliv-
ered by Dr Sharana Mahomed, who focused on the
HVTN 140/HPTN 101 Phase 1 clinical trial. This trial is
evaluating the safety and pharmacokinetics of novel
antibody combinations as part of ongoing HIV preven-
tion efforts. Dr Mahomed was awarded a Certificate of
Excellence for her exceptional scientific communication
and her commitment to using people-first language,
exemplifying compassionate and impactful dialogue in
the field.
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Global health at the Union World Conference on
Lung Health in Bali, Indonesia

rector), Prof Rubeshan Perumal (Head of Treat-

ment Research Programme), Kegaugetswe
Pinky Motsomi (TARGET TB Study Coordinator),
Kynesha Moopanar (Research Assistant), Dr Darshan
Chetty (Research Fellow) and Senamile Ngema (PHD
Research Fellow) attended the Union World Confer-
ence on Lung Health, held in Bali, Indonesia, from 12-
16 November.

CAPRISA’S Prof Kogieleum Naidoo (Deputy Di-

The conference aimed to address key issues in TB
and respiratory diseases, explore the impact of cli-
mate change on lung health, and discuss strategies
for post-COVID-19 care. The meeting also focused on
advancing digitised adherence technologies, promot-
ing community-driven health interventions, and shar-
ing best practices for combating TB.

Prof Naidoo delivered an oral presentation titled
“Epidemiology, Transmission, Diagnosis, and Man-
agement of Drug-resistant TB” and participated in a
panel discussion exploring knowledge gaps in the
diagnosis and management of HIV-associated TB.
Naidoo’s poster entitled “Effectiveness of the Xpert
XDR Assay for Rapid Triage-and-Treatment of DR-
TB: Interim results from the TRIAD Study” highlighted
that the GeneXpert XDR assay significantly reduces
the time-to-appropriate treatment initiation for drug-
resistant TB (DR-TB).

Prof Perumal’s presentations, entitled “The Individu-
alized M(X) Drug-Resistant TB Treatment Strategy”
and “The Impact of Advanced HIV on the TB Burden
in Tongaat, KwaZulu-Natal,” emphasized the urgent
need for integrated strategies to address concurrent
challenges of DR-TB and advanced HIV in high-
burden communities.

Dr Chetty presented a poster entitled “Longitudinal
Changes in Prevalence and Risk Factors for Exten-

sive Lung Disease in People with Drug-Resistant TB”,
which showed that persistently high rates of extensive
lung disease prolong treatment and contribute to the
development of post-TB lung disease.

Ms Motsomi presented an oral abstract entitled
“Implementing a Community Transmission Study in a
TB-Endemic Setting: Lessons Learned from TARGET
-TB,” highlighting insights from the TARGET-TB study
by quantifying losses along the TB diagnostic cas-
cade to understand the implications for community TB
transmission.

Ms Moopanar presented a poster entitled
“Longitudinal Analysis of Prevalence and Risk Factors
of Cavitary Lung Disease in People with Drug-
Resistant TB,” which showed that cavitary lung dis-
ease is highly prevalent and a significant radiographic
feature of DR-TB, raising concerns due to its associa-
tion with higher bacterial loads and an increased risk
of onward transmission.

Ms Ngema presented an oral poster, entitled
“Detection of Emerging Drug Resistance in Mycobac-
terium TB Against New Anti-TB Drugs Using
TM4::GeNL Reporter Mycobacteriophage”, demon-
strating the assay's reliability and potential to signifi-
cantly improve treatment decisions and outcomes for
DR-TB patients.

Dr Santhuri Rambaran presented an oral abstract
titted “CD4 T cell profiles during TB/HIV co-infection
and their associations with TB treatment response
and cavitary disease”, which evaluated CD4 T cell
phenotypes during active TB in patients with recurrent
TB with and without HIV co-infection from the Improv-
ing Retreatment Success (IMPRESS) trial and as-
sessed their associations with TB treatment response
and cavitary disease. In addition, CAPRISA scientists
featured as co-authors of several other abstracts.

‘”wonLn
2 CONFERENCE

ON LUNG HEALTH

Photo left: Delegates at conference /ncludmg Prof Kogie Na/doo (3’d from left); Dr Anushka Naldoo (5" from
right); Prof Rubeshan Perumal (4" from right). Photo middle (L-R): Kynesha Moopanar; Prof Kogie Naidoo; Dr

Darshan Chetty. Photo right: Ms Senamile Ngema.
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Global Leaders Unite at Kyoto’s STS Forum to Tackle
Global Science and Technology Challenges

rofessor Quarraisha Abdool Karim participated _
in the 21st Annual Science and Technology in

Society (STS) Forum, held in Kyoto from 6-8
October, which convened academia, politics, and
business leaders to address critical global challenges
and opportunities in science and technology. Discus-
sions centred on issues such as artificial intelligence,
climate change, and global health disparities, focusing
on fostering collaboration, equity, and sustainability.

Prof Abdool Karim was a prominent voice at the
event, contributing insights during sustainability and
global health sessions. She emphasized the trans-
formative potential of science as a universal language
to bridge divides and foster inclusivity. Highlighting
global issues such as climate change, pandemics,
and conflicts, she underscored the disproportionate
impact on vulnerable populations in the Global South
and the widening inequalities between the Global
North and South, and called for equitable access to
scientific advancements, advocating for inclusive poli-
cies and international collaboration. In the Global
Health session, she delivered a powerful message
about infectious diseases, stressing that “no one is
safe until everyone is safe.”

TWAS President Shaping the Future of HIV Care: 2nd
attends CLIENT SAHCS Long-Acting Treatment and

Conference, Berlin Prevention Conference

rofessor Quarraisha Abdool Karim, par- r Nigel Garrett
Pticipated in the Federal Ministry of Edu- delivered a

cation and Research (BMBF) meeting at standout presen-
the CLIENT Conference 2024, themed tation titled "From Trial to
‘Research for sustainable innovations’ in Ber- Implementation — Can
lin, Germany, from 29-29 November as the IMPALA Help Us Jump
President of The World Academy of Sciences Across the Gap?" at the

(TWAS). She delivered the keynote address 2nd Southern African

and participated in a panel discussion at the HIV Clinicians Society
event, deliberating the future of international (SAHCS) Long-Acting
rese_:arch cgoperation and promoting sustaina- Treatment and Preven-
Sl ey ioms. tion Conference on 29
October, in Sandton,
Johannesburg.

Dr Garrett addressed the critical issue of moving long-
acting HIV treatments from clinical trials to real-world ap-
plications, especially in Africa where healthcare infra-
structure can differ from trial conditions. His talk focused
on the IMPALA initiative, which aims to bridge this gap by
applying implementation science to ensure that long-
acting agents are effectively incorporated into everyday
HIV care.
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CAPRISA staff receive iSpotU awards

T

" r Gabriel Vadivelu, a graduate
- intern under the CAPRISA
Clinical Trial Capacity Building
Program, received an iSpotU award in
recognition of his innovative strategy in
developing two tools to minimize site
errors when determining ages of recon-
sent and when calculating visit dates
that coincide with holidays or December
closures. These tools have provided
more automation, increased efficiency
and accuracy, and contributed to better
planning and coordination at the site.
His innovation has also had a positive
impact on the overall study execution,
contributing to the success of the study.
The meeting objectives included the
synergy in STI and HIV prevention re-
search, improving PrEP uptake and
strengthening collaboration and promo-
tion of active involvement between
HPTN leadership, site leadership, com-

Ms Sanelisiwe Mkhize, a pharmacist
assistant, received an iSpotU award in
recognition of her exceptional counsel-
ling skills with participants across stud-
ies. Sanelisiwe ensures that partici-
pants feel comfortable, understand in-
structions and verify their understanding
by actively engaging them in discus-
sions about how they will take their
medication or product. This approach
truly stood out, as an external study
monitor at the Vulindlela site also noted
her outstanding performance.

Photo above (L-R): Ms Nonzwakazi
Ntombela; Dr Busi Ntsalaze; Mr Gabriel
Vadivelu; Prof Kogie Naidoo, e Thekwini
Clinical Research Site, CAPRISA.
Photo below (L-R): Ms Michele Upfold;
Ms Sanelisiwe Mkhize; Dr Disebo Pot-
loane, Vulindlela Research Clinical Site,
CAPRISA.

munity, and staff.

Celebrating 22 Years of Dedication: Joyce
Nonhlanhla Mchunu Retires from CAPRISA

fter 22 years of dedicated service, Joyce
ANonhIanhIa Mchunu bids farewell to CAPRISA

Vulindlela Clinical Research Site as she em-
barks on her well-deserved retirement. Her journey with
CAPRISA is one of inspiration, resilience, and transfor-

mation—a testament to the opportunities and growth
the organization fosters.

Joyce began her career at CAPRISA as a cleaner.
Through her determination and the support of CA-
PRISA’s management, she was able to further her edu-
cation and was promoted to the role of a counsellor.
Over the years, she served across all CAPRISA studies
with distinction, making a lasting impact on the lives of
participants and colleagues alike.

Reflecting on her time at CAPRISA, Joyce shared,
“CAPRISA changed my life and restored my dignity in
both my family and community. Being a part of this or-
ganization has been a life-changing experience that |
will always treasure.”

Her exceptional commitment has been recognized
through the 5-year, 10-year, and 20-year service mile-
stone awards—symbolizing her dedication and invalua-
ble contributions to the organization’s success.

As she steps into
retirement, Joyce
leaves behind a leg-
acy of hard work,
compassion, and )
professionalism. She [&%E
expressed her grati-
tude to CAPRISA
management for
their unwavering
support and the
countless opportuni-
ties for growth. She
also extended her
heartfelt thanks to
her colleagues,
whose camaraderie
and collaboration made her journey all the more re-
warding.

We thank Joyce for her 22 years of outstanding ser-
vice and wish her a fulfilling and joyful retirement. CA-
PRISA will always remember her remarkable contribu-
tions and the positive impact she has made on the or-
ganization and its mission.
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Dr Simone Richardson awarded the Meiring
Naudé Medal

he Meiring Naudé Medal in and CAPRISA Research Associate, is
recognition of Outstanding Early  the recipient of the Meiring Naudé Med-
Career Contributions to the fur- al for 2025 for her major contribution to
therance of Science was awarded to Dr the fields of Virology, Immunology and
Simone Richardson. The award is in Vaccine Design. Her work not only ad-
recognition of her outstanding contribu- vances the frontiers of knowledge but
tions to the fields of Virology, Immunolo- also delivers significant societal benefits
gy and Vaccine Design. as evidenced by the piece in Nature
News.

Dr Simone Richardson, Senior Re-
searcher and Medical Scientist
(Virology), Witwatersrand University,

ouncillor Vusumuzi Cyril Xaba, Mayor of
eThekwini Municipality (fop photo), visited
CAPRISA on 9 December and met with

1‘ Professors Salim and Quarraisha Abdool Karim.

Executive members of Freya Biosciences, Dr
Johan van Hylckama Vlieg (Chief Scientific Of-
ficer), Dr Elleke Bosma (Director Microbiome
Research) and Dr Kevin Delong (Director
Translation Research), visited CAPRISA over
three days from 4-6 December (bottom photo).
The delegation met with various CAPRISA staff
and were given tours of the CAPRISA head of-
fice, the CAPRISA eThekwini Research Clinic,
and the CAPRISA Vulindlela Research Clinic.

Photo top (L-R): Prof Quarraisha Abdool Karim,
Clir Vusumuzi Cyril Xaba, and Prof Salim
Abdool Karim.

Photo bottom: Front row: Delegates from Freya
Biosciences, as well as CAPRISA Director, Prof
Salim Abdool Karim, CAPRISA Head of Muco-
sal Immunology Research, Prof Derseree Ar-
chary. Back row: CAPRISA Senior Scientist, Dr
Sinaye Ngcapu, CAPRISA Research Clinician,
Dr Disebo Potloane, and CAPRISA fellows.
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A selection of scientific papers published in 2023

*68 Naidoo K, Perumal R, Cox H, Mathema B, Loveday M, Ismail N, Omar SV, Georghiou SB, Daftary A,
O'Donnell M, Ndjeka N. The epidemiology, transmission, diagnosis, and management of drug-
resistant tuberculosis-lessons from the South African experience. Lancet Infect Dis. 2024;24(9):e559-
e575. doi:10.1016/S1473-3099(24)00144-0.

69 Tobin NH, Li F, Brummel S, Flynn PM, Dababhai S, Moodley D, Chinula L, Violari A, Fowler MG,
Rouzier V, Kuhn L. Maternal HIV infection and the milk microbiome. Microbiome. 2024;12(1):182. doi:
10.1186/s40168-024-01843-8.

70 Ndembi N, Mekonen TT, Folayan MO, Dereje N, Kruger A, Fokam J, Temfack E, Raiji T, Nachega J,
Boum Y, Crowell TA, Ngongo AN, Mboup S, Ntoumi F, Loots G, Makanga M, Sow S, Abdool Karim
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